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Lines in the snow
THE LATEST SKIS FROM THREE TOP EUROPEAN MAKERS 

It was the writer Aldous Huxley who said:
“Speed is the one great modern pleasure.”
Without doubt, the 20th Century has been
devoted to technology that has allowed the
pleasures of a fast pace to permeate all our
lives. Driving, flying, boating – and of course,
come winter, there is always for some, the
undeniable pleasure of skiing.

Speed may not be the only objective of
hitting the slopes, but the ability to cut
through the powder at an unencumbered
pace is not without its appeal. To this end, ski
manufacturers have been keeping themselves
busy developing technological daring-do to
get the true enthusiast’s heart racing.

Here, we’ve highlighted three Europe
based manufacturer’s who seem to be hitting
the peaks (excuse the pun) when it comes to
ski design that we feel you can really buckle
your boots in to.

LACROIX
According to Ludovic LaCroix, owner of
LaCroix Skis, founded in 1967 and based in
Bois d’Amont France, the high-tech style skis
in demand today are utilized by a wide array
of skiers for various performance purposes.
For example, LaCroix’s luxury ski customer,
(aged 35 and up) goes for comfort, while a
younger customer, goes for a more aggressive
ski with the maximum of “energy.”

Responding to the former, LaCroix
employs materials such as Kevlar, Zylon,
and rubber. Yes, rubber.

Rubber is the latest innovation on this
expert manufacturer’s drawing board. In a
thickness of 1.5mm, charged with metal and
nano carbon tubes mixed in the epoxy resin,
it sounds like something straight out of a
sci-fi snow story.

Not at all, insists LaCroix, it’s all in the
name of real life solutions to provide
customers with a more comfortable skiing
experience.

Another LaCroix hallmark is their “show
it off” design, which highlights the aesthetic
qualities of the ski’s materials such as Kevlar
and carbon fibers and wood cores, rather
than covering them with paint.

And if that’s not enough, there’s always
customization, also a big draw with LaCroix
customers. A Bentley logo on your downhill
racers? No problem, says LaCroix.
www.ski-lacroix.com

ZAI
“Motion is the essence of self-expression,”
says Simon Jacomet, the brains behind Zai
skis. The Swiss based manufacturer and
designer is not only interested in motion, in
the sense of gliding down a mountain, but
motion as it is applied in design; the harmony
between technology and nature. Jacomet’s
latest is a perfect example of this philosophy
in practice—the Spada (Romanish for
“sword”) is a ski with a heart of stone. Okay,
not literally a heart, but basically the

exquisite Zai Spada applies today’s carbon
fiber technology with nature’s abundant
supply of prehistoric stone and puts it at
the ski’s very core. It’s as close to the “heart”of
a ski as anything can get, and according to
Zai the results add up to a undreamed of
ski experience.

TechnoCarbon Technologies, of Munich,
Germany developed the technology for the
Carbon Fiber Stone (CFS) material that
utilizes stone from the Calenca Valley in
Grisons, a form of granite whose structure
has been altered by high pressures and
temperatures.

Thermodynamics aside, what you really
need to know is that the stone provides
impressive damping characteristics ideal for
ski construction, and according to Jacomet,
makes the Spada incredibly smooth running
with excellent grip – a heavenly feeling on
the slopes.
www.zai.ch

WALLYSKIS
When he’s not navigating the
high seas, Luca Bassini, founder
of WallyYachts, one of the
world’s leading manufacturers
of advanced composite cruisers,
can be found pushing the
powder. Bassini, in addition to
being an avid sailor, is also a huge
fan of skiing.

So it’s not surprising to find
that he has borrowed liberally
from the carbon fiber design
applied in his sailboats and
applied it to his collection of
Wallyskis. And why not? Carbon
fiber’s inherent light weight
makes the skis less burdensome
on the legs and feet, compared
with other materials such as
fiberglass and metal. Wallyskis
are constructed with a wood core
and are then laminated to
produce a strong, stiff ski that
ends up being about 30% lighter
than conventional skis.

The Wallyski collection began
in 2000, with their Original model,
developed to be a ‘truly all-round
ski” and has expanded ever
since. Today, there are six models
in the Wallyski stable: Original,
Tradition, Magic, WallyPowder
(the first ski in the world
developed specifically for off
piste), FreeWally, and MiniPowder.

Overall,Wallyskis, as expected,
hit all the right design and
performance notes to satisfy
discerning customers.
www.wallyskis.com
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